
MAY 16, 2012 

  

Dearest Honorable Mayor Riley, City Council, BAR, and all concerned for Dereef Court/Morris Street 

Phase II: 

My name is Dana Campbell, I am a Charlestonian and a 27 year resident of Cannonborough. I live next 

door to Shiloh Church and behind the Praise House and church parking lot. I am joining my Friends of 

Dereef Court who are strongly opposed to the Morris Square Phase II. 

A couple months ago I was joyously hopeful from new information that Dereef Court would become a 

completed promised public green space, honoring the local African American history on a site giving 

homage to the Dereef Family Legacy. I also had the privilege recently visiting the park and enjoying the 

excitement of the neighborhood children playing, and then the Easter activities put on by the church.  I 

enjoyed the playground that once was and was promised to that space over 15 years ago. 

Now the thought of expanding the disco colored party houses that are after hour speakeasy's is sad. 

There is seldom enough parking for church on Sunday let alone weeknight meetings and church events 

(and they have a parking lot), nor enough spaces for the 2 permits per household, and guest parking (we 

already ride bikes). 

Years ago the Praise House caught on fire. It was scary waiting on the fire department. My then 

neighbor and I used our garden hoses. Heaven forbid a fire in this already densely populated 

neighborhood erupt.  Our dear neighborhood would burn like dominoes falling. 

When it floods Dereef Court and Simonton Mews are islands, but don't get me started on blaming 

"drainage" when we are built on the edge of old Mill Pond and land fill. 

The open green space at Simonton Mews is more like their front yard.  It is not inviting or welcoming to 

those who do live there. 

We live in, love, and enjoy all that Charleston is, and will become. Please stick to the historic, open green 

space of Dereef Court as promised. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dana Campbell 

174 Smith Street 

Charleston, S.C. 29403 


