
Dear Chairperson & Members of the Board of Architectural Review, 

I am writing to express my concerns with the multi-family project at Dereef Park as currently proposed; my wife & I have 

own an historic single house on Cannon Street (one block away, just north of the park) & run a small business from the 

property. 

As an architect, practicing in Charleston for the past 8 years, I often work with developers; regardless of the scope or 

character of the design, the City & Staff have always been supportive of projects that attempt to harmonize with or 

complement existing neighborhoods. 

Unfortunately, the project before you today fails in almost all aspects: 

*the height, scale, & mass are all completely out of character with adjacent Felix, Smith & Cannon street properties; 

some of the units in the middle of the block are taller than some units closer to Morris Street-completely opposite of the 

historic precedent (large houses along the street, smaller houses/dependencies behind & in the middle of city blocks). 

*the site plan is utterly non-urban, with a serpentine "cul-de-sac" like arrangement; similar multi-family developments in 

the area all have maintained and/or created more typical perpendicular streets & alleys. 

*topographic maps of the site show approximately 9 ft. to 10 ft. above sea level at the center of the existing park; lowest 

allowable floor level is 13 ft. as set by FEMA flood level. therefore, the majority of the units only require 3-4 feet of crawl 

space; however, most units are unnecessarily raised 8-9 feet to provide parking garages underneath. 

*although Zoning & the PUD have established the number of allowable dwelling units in the development, the allowable 

size of the specific units is NOT specified in the PUD; the majority of the proposed units are large four bedroom 

dwellings (although some units are marked, curiously, as having one bedroom & three "studies"); most historic 

structures in the immediate vicinity are two to three bedroom at most (& those properties generally have yards & green 

space not provided in this project). 

*the owner should be requesting Conceptual Review (not Preliminary Review):  5 or 6 years ago the BAR granted 

approval for some similar units on the property; however, the previously approval should not be apply to this project 

because: 

-the 2 year approval window has expired, 

-the number & arrangement of the units has changed, & 

-the site plan is significantly different. 

 

To summarize: I respectfully request the Board to deny this application & also require future plans to be submitted for 

Conceptual Review. 

thank you for your time & consideration, 

Johnny (John Douglas) Tucker, Architect 

3 Weims Court 

Charleston, SC 29401 


