
May 16, 2012 

 

Dear Chairperson & Members of the Board of Architectural Review, 

 

My name is Merissa Ellis, and I am writing to express my concerns on the development 

of Dereef Park.  

 

I have lived at 182 Smith Street since the early 90’s and played in Dereef Park as a child. 

It was practically my back yard, as it still is for plenty of city children who don't have 

their own yards. 

 

When it rains, my block turns into a lake, especially on Smith and Morris around the 

park and Morris Square Phase I. A small-but-heavy waterfall runs from the back of my 

house, which sits on the edge of the park, down the alley between houses, down the 

steps to the sidewalk, and out to the street. Cars parked on the street flood up to their 

window line within 30 minutes. Trash gathers at the lowest point, swept by the current.  

 

This has been exacerbated in the last 5-6 years by the development of Phase I. I worry 

not only about the possibility of my property flooding, but what any new residents of 

this planned development would have to endure as far as parking, flooding, and access 

to their residences. 

 

I’m also concerned about the destruction of one of the few remaining green spaces in 

the surrounding area. Currently, my backyard is shaded by oaks at the edges of the park. 

This new development will remove most of that existing foliage which contains a variety 

of wildlife and brings a little bit of nature back into the city. I would hate to lose such 

beautiful old trees, especially since the city has recently raised money and made an 

effort to plant new trees in the surrounding area.  

 

It seems a waste to destroy the resources we already have. 

 

Please don’t allow our city and neighborhood to lose such a valued park. At the very 

least, please consider requiring  the developer to allow more of the green space to 

remain as it is. Current and future generations deserve the chance to enjoy Dereef Park, 

not some anonymous strip of grass that sits between buildings, lacking character and 

life. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Merissa Ellis 


